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The SCA was called upon in this case to interpret a warehousing services 

contract to determine whether the owner of the warehouse or the owner of the 

property stored in it was obliged to bear the loss of the property as a result of a 

fire. The owner of the warehouse pointed to a clause obliging the owner of the 

property to insure. The latter in turn relied on an express provision to the effect 

that the warehouse owner was liable for any damage. The SCA dismissed the 

appeal holding that the Johannesburg High Court had correctly held that the 

owner of the warehouse (the appellant) was to bear the loss. 
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