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The Supreme Court of Appeal today upheld an appeal by the Commissioner 

of the South African Revenue Services against a decision of the North 

Gauteng High Court concerning the correct tariff classification for customs 

duty purposes of synthetic fibres, stitched as wefts, and used to adorn hair. 

 

The high court held that the particular products, imported from China, were 

used in the making of wigs and were therefore not dutiable, not being finished 

products. The SCA considered, however, that the wefts in question, which are 

used to create the appearance of a wig by attaching them to a person’s own 

hair or to the scalp, were not components of a wig, or the like, but finished 

articles: the fact that expertise and time was needed to attach them to hair or 

to a scalp did not entail that a new product was made when the final 

appearance of a wig was achieved. 

 

The SCA thus upheld the Commissioner’s contention that the particular wefts 

should be classified under a tariff heading that attracts customs duty. 


