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Ersumo v Minister of Home Affairs

The SCA today upheld an appeal by an Ethiopian citizen who arrived in
South Africa at the end of May and is at present detained in the Lindela
facility outside Krugersdorp. It held that, although Mr Ersumo may have
been in South Africa illegally at the time of his arrest and detention, once
he indicated to the immigration authorities that he wished to apply for
asylum he was entitled to receive a permit valid for 14 days to be in
South Africa, during which period he would be able to apply for asylum
in accordance with the Refugees Act. As he claimed to have experienced
difficulties in making such an application in the past the Department of
Home Affairs was ordered to give him precedence when he made his

application at the Refugees Reporting Office in Port Elizabeth.



