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Media Statement 
 

The respondent seriously injured his spine whilst playing rugby, which resulted in 
paralysis. He successfully instituted action against the appellant before the Western 
Cape High Court. The high court held that the appellant had negligently failed to treat 
his injury within four hours by a closed reduction technique. The high court held that if 
the respondent had been treated in this manner paralysis would probably not have 
resulted. The SCA upheld the appeal finding that the respondent had failed to prove 
that the conduct of the appellant was a factual cause of the respondent’s paralysis.  
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