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MEDIA STATEMENT 

 

The Supreme Court of Appeal today upheld an appeal against orders made by the Western Cape 
Division of the High Court, Cape Town regarding the establishment of child and youth care centres in 
the Western Cape Province under the provisions of the Children’s Act 38 of 2005. The SCA held that 
the establishment of such centres involves decisions which are polycentric and policy-laden in nature 
and the separation of powers requires a court to refrain from intervening in such decisions. It was 
further held that the requirements for the establishment of the Child and Youth Care Centres were not 
met and therefore the orders of the Western Cape High Court were set aside.  
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