SUPREME COURT OF APPEAL OF SOUTH AFRICA

Practice Directive 2/2024

The President of the Supreme Court of Appeal hereby issues the following
practice direction in respect of the identification of parties in the heads of
argument filed in terms of Rule 10 of the Rules Regulating the Conduct of the
Proceedings of the Supreme Court of Appeal of South Africa' (the Rules of the
Supreme Court of Appeal):

In order to avoid confusion in the identification of parties, counsel should, when
drawing their heads of argument, introduce the appellant(s) and respondent(s) as the
parties to the appeal and reference them by using their proper names, and thereafter
make use of these proper names (or appropriate abbreviations) in the heads of
argument and for the purposes of oral argument before the court. For example, ‘the
appellant is Amos Sithole (Mr Sithole) and the respondent is the Minister of Justice
(the Minister)'.

This Practice Directive does not seek to override the Rules of the Supreme Court of
Appeal, which have the force of law and may be amended from time to time when
circumstances so dictate. No interpretation of this Practice Directive should have the
effect of denying access to justice to any litigant. This Practice Directive will be
enforced with immediate effect and shall apply until set aside by another one, or until
Rule 10(3) of the Rules of the Supreme Court of Appeal has been amended so as to
give effect to it.

M B Molemela

President

Supreme Court of Appeal
17 December 2024
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